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Observer Cities

 

Version 1

Expression of Interest Form


Please note that the letter of support from local leadership is mandatory and should be submitted together with the Expression of Interest Form. Without this letter, the application will not be considered finalised. A letter of support from a local business representative is, however, optional. 
[bookmark: _Hlk156837066]CVs of the representatives of the observer city should be submitted as well. 
Please be specific and concrete in your answers. 

	Name of city in English
	Please complete

	Country
	Please complete

	Organisation submitting the EoI
	Please complete

	Contact person (Name and Surname)
	Please complete

	Contact person (Position)
	Please complete

	Contact person (Email)
	Please complete

	Contact person (Phone number)
	Please complete

	By submitting the Expression of Interest form, I consent to the Data Protection Notice included with it.
	Please indicate YES





1. Provide a key overview of your city in terms of general economic and demographic indicators (population size, population growth rates, employment and unemployment rate, city GDP and growth rates, key economic sectors and enterprises). 

	
900 characters including spaces maximum.










2. Select the sector(s) you would like to focus on in the Intelligent Cities Challenge. You can select any number of sectors (from one to three). 
	Sector
	If you select the sector, put X. 
If you do not select the setor, put 0.

	Construction and Built Environment
	

	Energy and Renewables
	

	Mobility and Transport
	


Describe the key challenges and strengths that exist in your city in the selected sector(s). Try to be precise and back challenges and strengths with facts, figures, existing initiatives, infrastructure, institutions and policies, strategies, research, networks, etc.

	
900-1800 characters including spaces maximum.

Challenges:





Strengths:











3. Explain why your city would like to join the Intelligent Cities Challenge as the observer city (motivation).

	
900 characters including spaces maximum.










4. Please describe your city's prior involvement in initiatives, projects, or programmes related to green and/or digital transitions, if any.

	
900-1800 characters including spaces maximum.









5. Please provide a brief overview of your city's future plans to advance its green and digital transition.

	
900 characters including spaces maximum.








6.  Introduce two city representatives who will participate in the ICC on behalf of the observer city. 

City representative 1: This person will attend meetings and learn from the provided materials. The person should be a working-level staff member from a city department or other relevant city structure. 
City representative 2: This person will step in if representative 1 is unavailable. Both team members must be proficient in English. City representatives should be able to dedicate 1-2 days a month to the ICC. 
Attach the CVs of both city representatives in English. 

	
900-1300 characters including spaces maximum.

Representative 1
Full Name:
Position:
Organisation:
Contact Information (email, phone):

Representative 2
Full Name:
Position:
Organisation:
Contact Information (email, phone):
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Data Protection Notice for the Intelligent Cities Challenge Expression of Interest application
Your personal data is processed in accordance with Regulation (EU) No 2018/1725[footnoteRef:2] on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data. [2:  Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 and Decision No 1247/2002/EC (OJ L295/39 of 21.11.2018).] 

The data controller of the processing operation is the Head of Unit I.02 SMP / COSME Pillar of the European Innovation Council and SMEs Executive Agency (EISMEA) -  EISMEA-SMP-COSME-ENQUIRIES@ec.europa.eu.
The following entities process your personal data on our behalf: 
· the contractor: Technopolis Group, Arctik, Vox Teneo, BCW, OFCORES - helpdesk_icc@technopolis-group.com.
The legal basis for the processing activities is/are:
· Article 5(1)(a) of Regulation EU 2018/1725 because processing is necessary for the performance of a task carried out in the public interest (or in the exercise of official authority vested in the Union institution or body)[footnoteRef:3]; [3:  Act of Establishment: Commission Implementing Decision C(2013/771/EU) of 17 December 2013 establishing the 'Executive Agency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises' and repealing Decisions 2004/20/EC and 2007/372/EC and Regulation (EU) No 1287/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013 establishing a Programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and small and medium-sized enterprises (COSME) (2014 - 2020).] 

· Article 5(1)(d) of Regulation EU 2018/1725 based on your explicit consent for your non-mandatory personal data indicated below whereby the data subject has unambiguously given his or her consent to provide the data necessary for the subscription to the newsletter.
The purposes of this processing activities are to receive, manage and evaluate applications to the Expression of Interest (EoI) of the Intelligent Cities Challenge (ICC) and optionally to register interested parties to Info Sessions and any other event organised in the context of the EoI[footnoteRef:4]. Through the home page of the ICC website, applicants can register and login to the EoI application system. [4:  Regarding the processing of your personal data for participating at events, please refer to the specific Data Protection Notice for in-person and online events and meetings organised under the Intelligent Cities Challenge (ICC), available through the application form.] 

The following of your personal data is collected: 
· For anyone submitting an application for the EoI: 
· Personal data included in the EoI application: 
· The proposed city representatives: First name, last name, city, country, position, organisation, phone number and email address . 
· The resumes of the city team members: professional experience and educational background. 
· The letter of intent: first name, last name, city, country, position, organisation, email and signature.  
If any other personal data appear spontaneously in the resumes provided by the data subjects, those data are not processed during the management of the EoI, since they are not pertinent. The person submitting the application for the EoI is responsible for the treatment of those personal data in compliance with the applicable data protection rules.
· For all website visitors: IP address and cookies are gathered to monitor site traffic using Google Analytics.
These elements are mandatory for the purposes outlined above and they are necessary for the verification of your data, the submission of an application and for delivering the services requested.
The recipients of your personal data will be the EISMEA and European Commission staff in charge of the ICC initiative, the contractors above mentioned in charge of the ICC website management and the project dissemination and bodies charged with monitoring or inspection tasks in application of EU law (e.g. internal audits, Court of Auditors, European Anti-fraud Office (OLAF)).  
Your personal data will not be transferred to third countries or international organisations.
The processing of your data will not include automated decision-making (such as profiling). 
The following technical and organisational security measures are in place to safeguard the processing of your personal data:
· All personal data in electronic format (e-mails, documents, databases, uploaded batches of data, etc.) are stored on the servers of EISMEA, the European Commission (and of its contractors if contractors are engaged to assist the controller in the organisation and management of meeting(s) or event(s);
· All processing operations are carried out pursuant to Commission Decision (EU, Euratom) 2017/46 of 10 January 20117 on the security of communication and information systems in the European Commission;
· In order to protect your personal data, EISMEA and European Commission has put in place a number of technical and organisational measures. Technical measures include appropriate actions to address online security, risk of data loss, alteration of data or unauthorised access, taking into consideration the risk presented by the processing and the nature of the personal data being processed. Organisational measures include restricting access to the personal data solely to authorised persons with a legitimate need to know for the purposes of given processing operations;
· EISMEA and Commission contractors are bound by specific contractual clauses for any processing operations of your personal data on their behalf and by the confidentiality obligations deriving from the General Data Protection Regulation ('GDPR' - Regulation (EU) 201/679).
From the contractor side, the following technical and organisational security measures are in place to safeguard the processing of your personal data: 
· Software security measures providing that all software in use on the IT Systems are kept up to date, are duly approved and installed only where that installation poses no security risk to the IT Systems, for the protection of which suitable anti-virus, firewall and internet security software are in place;
· Hardware security measures requiring restricted access locations for IT Systems, in rooms which may be securely locked when not in use, secure transport and protection of mobile devices and the provision of all reasonable efforts to avoid such mobile devices from being left unattended at any location other than their users’ private homes or the company premises;
· Access security measures in the form of password policies applicable to all IT Systems, aimed at ensuring network security, data integrity and computer systems protection.
Your personal data will be kept for the duration of the ICC initiative and no longer than 30 November 2025.
You have the right to access your personal data and to request your personal data to be rectified if the data is inaccurate or incomplete; where applicable, you have the right to request restriction or to object to processing, to request a copy or erasure of your personal data held by the data controller. If processing is based on your consent, you have the right to withdraw your consent at any time, without affecting the lawfulness of the processing based on your consent before its withdrawal.
Your request to exercise one of the above rights will be dealt with without undue delay and within one month.
Your right to information, access, rectification, erasure, restriction or objection to  processing, communication of a personal data breach or confidentiality of electronic communications may be restricted only under certain specific conditions as set out in the applicable Restriction Decision in accordance with Article 25 of Regulation (EU) 2018/1725.
If you have any queries concerning the processing of your personal data, you may address them to the Head of Unit I.02 SMP / COSME Pillar of the European Innovation Council and SMEs Executive Agency (EISMEA) – via the following e-mail address .
You shall have right of recourse at any time to the EISMEA Data Protection Officer at EISMEA-DPO@ec.europa.eu and to the European Data Protection Supervisor at https://edps.europa.eu.
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